
English Consonants 

 

Lecture 4 

Presented by Margana 

 



Manners of articulation 

 1.  Stops (or plosives) 

 2.  Fricatives 

 3.  Affricates 

 4.  Nasals 

 5.  Lateral 

 6.  Approximants  



Cont. 

1. Stops/Plosives - English has six bursts or 

explosive sounds produced by complete 

closure of the vocal tract followed by a rapid 

release of the closure - 'p', 't', 'k', 'b', 'd', 'g'.  

2. Fricatives - English has nine fricatives - 

weak or strong friction noises produced 

when the articulators are close enough 

together to cause turbulence in the airflow. 



Cont. 

3. Affricates - English has two affricates - 

plosives released with frication - "church" 

and "judge".  

4. Nasals - English has three nasals in which 

the airflow is blocked completely at some 

point in the oral tract, but in which the 

lowering of the velum allows a weak flow of 

energy to pass through the nose.  



Cont. 

• 5. Approximants - English has four 

approximants - the 'w' in "won", the 'l' in 

"like", the 'r' in "red", and the 'y' in "yes." In 

these phonemes, there is more constriction in 

the vocal tract than for the vowels, but less 

than the other consonant categories below.  



English consonants and their description 

         /p/- voiceless bilabio stop 

         /b/- voiced bilabio stop 

         /t/- voiceless alveolar stop 

         /d/- voiced alveolar stop 

         /k/- voiceless velar stop 

         //- voiced velar stop 

         /f/- voiceless labiodental fricative 

         /v/- voiced labiodental fricative 

         //- voiceless dental fricative 

         //- voiced dental fricative 

         /s/- voiceless alveolar fricatives 

         /z/- voiced alveolar fricative  



English consonants and their description 

         //- voiceless post-alveolar fricative 

         //- voiced post-alveolar fricative 

         /h/- voiceless glottal fricative 

         /t/- voiceless post-alveolar affricate 

         /d/- voiced post-alveolar affricate 

         /m/- voiced bilabial nasal  

         /n/- voiced alveolar nasal 

         /n/- voiced velar nasal 

         /l/- voiced alveolar lateral 

         /w/- voiced bilabial approximant 

         /r/- voiced post-alveolar approximant 

         /j/- voiced palatal approximant 

 



The pronunciation of /p/ and /b/ 



The pronunciation of /k/ and /g/ 



Ex. 1  Write down the English consonants 

according to the description  

 1. 
_______________ 

 2. 
_______________ 

 3. 
_______________ 

 4. 
_______________ 

 5. 
_______________ 

 6. 
_______________ 

 7. 
_______________ 

 8. 
_______________ 



The State of Vocal Cord 

This dimension categorises consonants 
into two types, namely voiced and 
voiceless consonants. 
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