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STRENGHTENING COLABORATION PARTNERSHIP FOR
VOCATIONAL SCHOOL QUALITY IMPROVEMENT

ZainalArifin
Automotive Engineering Department, Faculty of Engineering State University of Yogyakarta

Abstract

Cooperation between vocational high schools and industries is built to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of education in providing qualified education by making use of all available resources and
performing power-sharing with stakeholders within the framework of partnership. Partnership that has been
established between industry and vocational schools provides considerable benefits for both parties, especially
as improvement tools in developing competence-and-industrialneeds-oriented education, to produce students
who have properattitude and skills needed by industry and businesses.

Forms of cooperation between vocational school and industry in developing and aligning those goals
are aligning and developing sustainable communication on the condition and development of industry and it’s
competence needs and adjust them with the educational program in secondary vocational schools (SMK), that
the students acquire proper and sufficient knowledge to compete on work market. On the other side, bussiness

sector obtains employee in accordance toitsspecifications and requirements.

Reliability of the development of cooperative partnerships between vocational high school (SMK) and
business sector is pursued through a more professional collaboration management including planning,
organizing, development, implementation and supervision, as a reference for the development of vocational
education and skills training to improve the relevance and quality of vocational school graduates.

Key Word : partnership colaboration, vocational school

1. Introduction

Education is the most strategic sector in the
national development since improvement in the
quality of people who become the subjects of
development can only be achieved through
education.Educationmay providesufficient
knowledge, skills and attitudes as well as develop a
variety of skills needed by every member of
society. In global perspective, education plays
roles in: 1) personal development, 2) employability
or work skills development, 3) nationality
development (citizenship), and 4)
culturetranssmision and transformation.

The most appropriate education to face
globalizationchallengesis vocational education
which is oriented to the industry andput an
emphasis on learning approach and is supported by
an appropriate curriculum. Education in Indonesia,
particularly vocational education is supposedly able
to prepare skilled workforce that can fill the needs
of development, changing the status of the student
from load status into the nation's assets, create
reliable and superior professional human resources
to face global competition.

Currently, the development of vocational
education organization of has shown encouraging
results. However, it must be admitted that on its
implementation there are still some problems faced,
so the effectiveness is still questionable, even the

existence of vocational education as one of the
pathways leading to improvement of competence
and competitiveness of human resources is still
questionable.

Sumarno (2008) said that currently vocational
education still faces obstacles of qualitative and
quantitative equivalence. Qualitative equivalence
emerges because of quick technological
developments in the industry resulting in gaps
between the competency of vocational high school
graduates with the competencies required by the
industrial world, while quantitative equivalence
ocuurs due to the imbalance of number of existing
jobs with number of education outputs who are
looking for a job.Table 1 below shown the
condition of vocational high school in Yogyakarta.

Table 1. Number of schools, students and teachers
of vocational school in City of Yogyakarta
2008-2010

State 7 ; T

Schools | Private 20 19 1,02%
Number 27 26

State 9500 9915
Students | Private 5732 5946 2.41%
Number | 15232 15861
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State 887 868
Teachers | Private 656 649 0,5%
Number | 1543 1517
Source : Yogyakarta education office

Louis L Warren (2004) argues that some of
the problems which often come to the surface,
among others, is limited infrastructures and
facilities owned by vocational education which is
still far behind the condition in the industry.

Sulipan (2004) concluded that the gap
between the available equipment owned by
vocational schools and by the industry is still wide
apart. In addition,Sulipan (2004) also stated that
vocational schools have not been able to empower
all of potential and resources existing in their
environment. If students are only given the
opportunity to develop themselves according to the
capabilities of the school, theirunderstanding
quality will not be optimal. It happens because the
ability of tools and resources owned by the school
are very limited. Therefore.to achieve the expected
competency, Sulipan recommendsa cooperation
with industry to empower all of available potentials
and resources.

2. Cooperation on Vocational School

According to Thomson and Perry (2006),
Cooperation have different degrees, ranging from
coordination and cooperation to a higher degree of
collaboration. The differences lie in the depth of
interaction, integration, commitment and
complexity in which cooperationlies in the slightest
degree, while collaboration at the highest level. In
this sense, it isshown that collective action is in a
higher level of collaboration rather than cooperation
and coordination. Collaboration is a collective
process in the formation of a unity that is based on
mutually beneficial relationships (mutualism) and
acommon purpose of organizations or individuals
who have autonomous power, so
conceptuallycollaboration is much more effective
than cooperation which must be directed and
harnessed for greater common interest.

For vocational education, the cooperation that
is built with the industry is very proper, especially
in developing resources (Lawrence C. Scharmann,
2007). According to Marilyn J. Amey, Pamela L, C.
Casey Ozaki (2007), with the cooperation between
vocational education and industry, it is expected
that there will be a benefit to use variousfacilitis.
Meanwhile, according to Trace Allen (2007) and
McLean (2004)a cooperation between vocational
schools and the industry has considerable benefits
for both parties, especially as tools of improvement.

Industrial world as a partner should be able to
walk along and grow with vocational education.
Therefore, both sides should be able to work
together in achieving common goals. An approach

that can be used for vocational education and the
industryd world according to lan Smith (2006) is a
partnership approach. In line with that according to
Henrietta Bernal (2004) and Susan Bodilly, et. al
(2004) forms of cooperation between educational
world and the industrial world can be developed
through a community framework around the schoo!
environment in order to utilize and empower all
potential and resources around the school. As =
community, according to Suzanne R. Hawles
(2007) and Jason, Leonard, (1997: 89), schools and
businesses can establish mutually beneficial
cooperation in solving any problems encountered
together.

Departing from some of these problems, there
is a need of efforts from educational institutions
and businesses to jointly develop education, so tha
the purposes of business and educationz
institutions can be achieved and harmony. Form of
cooperation between education and industry
developing and aligning the goals is aligning and
developingsustainable communication
towardindustrial conditions and development as
well as industrial competence needs with the
educational program in secondary vocational
schools (SMK) so that students can acquire
adequate and sufficient knowledge to compete in
work market. On the other side, business world will
get proper employment in accordance to its the
specifications and requirements.

Vocational education should be able =
develop networks of cooperation in promoting the
organization and achieving educational goals
(OriEyal, 2008). Networking is very important for
the sustainability and advancement of an
organization and even a nation. Cooperation is 2
basic requirement for vocational schools as a follow
upof productive learning aspects as the hallmark of
vocational schools. Development of braided
network of cooperation between vocational schools
and industrial world is possible for schools @
provide greater opportunities for the students o
obtain productive skills that matchwith the needs
of the community.

School is a systematically social institution
which consists of interrelated and inter-influenced
components t. The main components of the schoo!
are students, educators and other education
personnel. curriculum, and educational facilities. In
addition, the community as a stakeholder also has 2
considerable influence on the process of organizing
and improving the quality of education. In this case.
the community is a stakeholder who should be able
to work together in synergy with the schools

Educational activities undertaken at the school
is essentially a continuous process of studems
learning, which led to the goal to produce qualified
output. In the organization of educational activities.
there is a functional relationship between other
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