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PBI408
Advance Linguistics 1+t half year 2012

Lecture 6
Architecture of Language

Lecturer: Siti Mahripah, M.App.Ling.

Today we will ...

» outline the relationship between langnage, rexr &
STAMIIAT

= introduce different observer perspectives on these
tincluding the rank scale, merafunctions, scrata)

* focus more specifically on the grammar and the
 lause

* bridge from traditional grammar into the
experiential metatunetion

Languagc ... what i1s it?

Languagc ... what is it?

* Adverylarge) set of resources that we use to make
meanings in a context: in a culrure

Text ... what is it?

Text ... what is it?

* According to Halliday & Hasan (1976) (in Talliday
& Matthiessen, zo04) ¢
the term ‘text’ refers to
any instance of language, in
any medium, that makes
sense to someone who
knows the language.
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Meaning in context

Text as a unit

of meaning
Lingrucage.
i | Text s are made
resource (7 of wordings
[far making
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*Blanmala | Wrend Annds
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¢ we observe language as text

e we interpret the meanings in language 2s texi

how does a text mean?

O atext is centrally concerned
with creating meaning in
context.

U across different scales

O from different perspectives
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U language is a multi-dimensional
(abstract) space

QO different observer perspective will
give different insight into the
meanings that are made

QO think of a house

¢ Note how each different perspective
given us more information about the
house.

e i.e. the meaning of the house are
illuminated through its context, its
structure.
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In this course .......

» We will be shifting our focus
onto different dimensions of
the text

When we analyze a text for meaning,
we add value to our ‘folk’ theory of
meaning .... (typically based on the
most salient aspects of the text:
orthography (and lexis)

Y Are you
"4l| M easy le

|HM/€(H"’

fL\_ﬁ,.

Orthographic
meanings?

Wil W
y attract less you have
| proportionat
Ciet buck that

athful con

wour by oking  Marmels
Tahlels

e.g. font
style, size,

bold, color,
etc

STRIBUTING AGENCY
(D148 B0 Gisrhanwel Resd, Lusoon, £.6.0

initial perspective on
the text is based on ...

h mate
] field tenor
z
O semantics|  construing experiences enacting social | ¢reating
e (categories [k relations  [relationships | discourse
S
[
1} INTER-
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ideational

METAFUNCTION

Other perspectives to access meanings...

Field tenor odie >
J—

5| const rumg SR PETTETERS = EPETTI ST 0
(categories [k relotions  |relationships | discourse

T -
DEPEND- TRANSIT- M0.0J & TrgME,
r | eney IVITY & [MODALITY  [INFORM & c

STRATIFICATION

syllable tore

Tone group
e

logical  experiential  interpersonal textual

ideational

METAFUNCTION

Beginning with
context....
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Context: Field Context: Tenor

the nature of the social process ... what is

happening, what is it that the participants in the . .
Pt < k : who is taking part? what are the statuses and

text are engaged in? _ ) :
roles of the interactants?

realised by the verbal groups (processes) and

the participants

Context: Mode Can you analyze the field, tenor, and mode of the

| : |
El—l p‘/’;‘g’e :'5 - advertisement ?
] ! %:'J 2

I\
what role is language playing (supportive or Ll] hﬁ’j’
primary)? what is the organisation of the text? Is =
i s 2 you might
it written or spnl\cn? marvelious dre

Yl attract
i proportondate [
Giet back it you
wour by tking
Tablets

Hre you Marmola anti-fat tablets

You may use
ke

DISTRIBUTING AGENCY
(D188) B0 Disruanwel Hesd. Lesson, B.6.1

TEXT |Marmola anti-fat tablets

advertisement

Field |The socio-semiotic function of this text is recommending:
advertisement. The domain is concerned with persuading the
reader to purchase a product being marketed by the writer.

Tenor |The institutional roles are business to potential customer. The
writer attempts to construct a close interpersonal distance with
the reader by constructing a sort of pseudo-dialogue. The writer
also tries to persuade the reader to buy the product by raising
self-doubt through modalised negative evaluation.

Mode |The textis constitutive of its context of situation; it is written,
monelogic and multi-modal.
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moving to wordings

AL Field tenor mode

semantics|  construing experiences  |enacting social | creating
(categories % relations _|relationships | discourse
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ideational
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Another perspective ... the

rank scale Word classes

* Parts of Speech (POS)

* Basis of Theme analysis

* 8 classes
constituency
Clause consiitvents Are you easy to look at?
RemindigroL sty has s nodniss nucausortlasd (o ared post modicaton) Are you easy to look at?You may use make-up most tastefully and  you
egs boys, those boys, the third bay on the right, the country boy whose
el et vg ng  ng ng vg ng adv.g conj.g ng
verbal group g ;ﬂm‘;m as nucleus or Head (+ ausiliary verb(s) as pre- may wear the most marvellous dresses, but will you attract unless you have
egs walked, was walking, would have been walking, ought to have va g g v- ng g g ng vg
been walking LN ¥
a proportionate figure? Get back that youthful contour taki
adverbial group has an adverb as nucleus or Head (+possibility of pre- and post- i o by i
modification) hyg vg fra HEE A
egs quickly, very quickly, as quickly as possible, so quickly that he
i Marmola tablets.
conjunctiongroup | has a conjunction as nucleus or Head (+possibility of pre-mdification) g
egs when, just when, ot until, simply because, if only ‘Marmola’ Brand Anti-fat tablets are sold by chemists at 3/8 1/2 per box,
preposition group has a preposition as nucleus or Head (+possibility of pre-modification) ng Vg pp PP
CHE R e el or  sent post paid (on receipt of remittance) by the MARMOLA
1 phrase on group + nominal group o |
g vg advg PR
egs behind those boys, just behind the third boy on the right, almost i
under the bed. - DISTRIBUTING AGENCY (D149) 86 Clerkenwell Road, London, E.C.1
34
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Are you easy to look at?||

clause complex

Are you easy to look at?ll You may use make-up most tasterw. bowundaries
and you may wear the most marvellous dresses, but will you
attract unless you have a proportionate figure? [l

Get back that youthful contour by taking Marmola tablets. I
‘Marmola’ Brand Anti-fat tablets are sold by chemists at 3/8 1/2
per box, or sent post paid (on receipt of remittance) by the
MARMOLA DISTRIBUTING AGENCY (D149) 86

Clerkenwell Road, London, E.C.1 ll

Are you easy to look at? .. clause boundaries

Are you easy to look at?ll You may use make-up most tas

and you may wear the most marvellous dresses, | but will you
attract | unless you have a proportionate figure? Il

Get back that youthful contourll by raking Marmola tablets. Il
‘Marmola’ Brand Anti-fat tablets are sold by chemists at 3/8 1/2
per box, llor sent post paid (on receipt of remittance) by the
MARMOLA DISTRIBUTING AGENCY (D149) 86
Clerkenwell Road, London, E.C.1|l

We can now use what we know about the rank
scale and take a metafunctional perspective on

the wordings ...

experiential ...

Al field tenor modke
z
9 semantics| cansiru g deperiences | |enacting social | creating
& (catege esfsrelatons | |nelationships | discourse
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generalisation

classify and identify;
relate ene fragment of

experience fo another

exisienial (this is the same as that, this | veroal

is a kind of that)

s
£

oufer experience inner experience

actions & events; replaying the outer
(things happen, people — experience;

or other actors do (i.e. recording it

things or make them reflecting on it, reacting

behavioural

happen) to if)

Are you easy to look at?

I type of action.

Are you easy [[to look atl}?ll You may use make-up most
tastefullyll and you may wear the most marvellous dresses, || but
will you attract [l unless you have a proportionate figure? [l

Get back that youthful contour| by taking Marmola tablets. I
‘Marmola’ Brand Anti-fat tablets are sold by chemists ar 3/8 1/2
per box, lor sent post paid (on receipt of remittance) by the
MARMOLA DISTRIBUTING AGENCY (D149) 86
Clerkenwell Road, London, E.C.x I
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type of action ...

textual ...
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Source:
RiEvoieasy o look szl topical Herke, M. (2010). Week one: The architecture of language
y y Theme. [Powerpoint slides]. Unpublished manuscript, LING900.

Are you easy to look at?ll E.\ may use make-up most tastefullyl
and you may wear the most marvellous dresses, |l but M
attract || unless you have a proportionate figure? Il

_C_%ft back that youthful contourl by taking Marmola tablets. I
‘Marmola’ Brand Anti-fat tablets are sold by chemists at 3/8 1/2
perbox, lor sent post paid (on receipt of remittance) by the
MARMOLA DISTRIBUTING AGENCY (D149) 86
Clerkenwell Road, London, E.C.1ll

Macquaire Unviersity, Sydney, Australia.
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