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Lecture 6

Architecture of Language

PBI408
Advance Linguistics 1st half year 2012

Lecturer: Siti Mahripah, M.App.Ling.
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Meaning in context

Text as a unit
of meaning

Text s are made
of wordings

 a text is centrally concerned
with creating meaning in
context.

 across different scales
 from different perspectives
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 language is a multi-dimensional
(abstract) space

 different observer perspective will
give different insight into the
meanings that are made

 think of a house

• Note how each different perspective
given us more information about the
house.

• i.e. the meaning of the house are
illuminated through its context, its
structure.
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In this course …….

 We will be shifting our focus
onto different dimensions of
the text

When we analyze a text for meaning,
we add value to our ‘folk’ theory of
meaning …. (typically based on the
most salient aspects of the text:
orthography (and lexis)

Orthographic
meanings?

e.g. font
style, size,
bold, color,
etc

Other perspectives to access meanings...

Beginning with
context….
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Context: Field Context: Tenor

Context: Mode Can you analyze the field, tenor, and mode of the

?
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Siti Mahripah
TextBox
Source:
Herke, M. (2010). Week one: The architecture of language
[Powerpoint slides]. Unpublished manuscript, LING900. 
Macquaire Unviersity, Sydney, Australia.


